American exceptionalism: the view that the United States is in a special class among nations because of its dedication to freedom and democracy; it has lately been used to refer to the supposed view that the United States need not comply with accepted rules of international conduct.
Apolarity: a distribution of power in which no one state or group of states possess a preponderance of cultural, economic and military influence.  
Bandwagoning: occurs when a country or group of countries responds to a hegemon by joining its policies rather than resisting them.

Bush Doctrine: a foreign policy principle whereby the US would reserve the right to make war against emerging threats to its security without waiting for an attack or even for an attack to be imminent. 

Empire: a form of hierarchical international order where one state effectively seizes power and rules subordinate societies.  

Globalization: the ongoing integration of world culture and economy, impelled by advances in communication and transport and hastened by the lowering of government-imposed trade barriers.

Hard Power: power obtained from the use of military and/or economic coercion to influence the behavior or interests of other political bodies. It is  often aggressive, and is more effective when imposed by one political body upon another of lesser military and/or economic power.  
Hegemonic Stability Theory (HST): a theory premised on the idea that a hegemon is required to prevent the world from falling into anarchy, chaos, and Hobbesian wars. 

Hegemony: 1. Leadership; preponderant influence, domination, or authority over another, especially by one nation over others.

2. Dominance of one group over another, such that the ruling group or hegemon acquires some degree of consent from the subordinate, as opposed to dominance purely by force.
3. The possession and exercise of clear, acknowledged leadership and superior influence by one unit within a community of units not under a single authority.

4. A situation in which one state is powerful enough to maintain the essential rules governing interstate relations and a willingness to do so. 
Imperialism: the policy or practice of extending the power and economic, political, and military domination of one nation over others, whether by direct territorial acquisitions or by gaining indirect control over political or economic life.

Leadership: motivating a group of people to act towards achieving a common goal. 
Multilateralism: the management of transnational problems where three or more parties operate with a series of acceptable “generalized principles of conduct.”

Multipolarity: a distribution of power in which more than two nation-states have nearly equal amounts of military, cultural, and economic influence.  

Polarity: any of the various ways in which power is distributed within the international system.  It describes the nature of the international system at any given period of time.

Power: the ability to achieve one’s purposes or goals; the ability of one actor or government to influence the behavior of others.  
Power projection: the capacity of a state to conduct expeditionary warfare, to intimidate other nations and implement policy by means of force, or the threat thereof, in an area distant from its own territory.   

Primacy: being much more powerful than any other state according to the usual and crude measures of power (e.g., gross national product; size of the armed forces; lack of economic, political and geographic vulnerabilities), so that the state has greater ability than any rival to influence a broad range of issues and a large number states.  A state with primacy can establish, or strongly influence, “the rules of the game” for international politics.  

Realism: a theory that states are primarily motivated by the desire for military and economic power or security, rather than ideals or ethics; the foreign policy based on that theory.

Smart Power: an integrated strategy, resource base, and a tool kit to achieve foreign policy objectives, drawing on both hard and soft power.  It underscores the necessity of a strong military but also invests heavily in alliances, partnerships, and institutions at all levels to expand influence and establish legitimacy.  

Soft Balancing: a less direct and confrontational strategy that governments adopt to resist hegemonic policies.  For example, a state may develop a new international organization excluding the US in order to counter-balance new military bases near its borders.

Soft Power: the ability to get what you want through attraction rather than coercion or payments.  It arises from the attractiveness of a country’s culture, political ideals, and policies. 

Unilateralism: the doctrine that nations should conduct their foreign affairs individualistically without the advice or involvement of other nations.

Unipolarity: a distribution of power in which there is one state with most of the cultural, economic and military influence.  

